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C:> The Cornerstone Academy
\ The best in everyone™

e V¥ i ®  Partof United Leatning

English: Dracula Knowledge Organiser —Term 1 - Year 8

Context

Bram Stoker's Dracula (1897) is an epistolary novel, using letters, diary entries, and newspaper clippings to tell its story. As
a Gothic work, it emphasizes fear, horror, death, and gloom, capturing extreme emotions and dark atmospheres
characteristic of the genre.

Plot Summary

In Bram Stoker's Dracula, a lawyer called Jonathan Harker visits Count Dracula's Transylvanian castle, discovering he is a
vampire. Dracula travels to England, spreading terror and preying on Lucy Westenra who later becomes an undead being.
Vampire killer Dr. Van Helsing, Johnathan Harker, and their friends unite to confront Dracula. Despite setbacks and tragic
losses, they chase Dracula back to his castle and ultimately destroy him, ending his reign of terror and freeing his victims
from the evil vampire’s supernatural control.

Key Terminology

1 Tone The choice of writing style the writer employs to convey specific feelings, emotions or

attitudes.

2 Narrative Voice Narrative voice is the perspective the story is told from. Can be told in 1st person (I), 2nd

Person (you), 3rd person (he/she/they)

3 Dramatic irony The audience knows more than the characters.

4 Foreshadowing ‘Clues’ an author leaves for the reader/audience; an indication of future events.

5 Symbolism The use of symbols to express ideas or qualities.

6 Imagery Imagery is the use of figurative language to represent the objects, ideas, and actions in such

a way that the appeals to the physical senses.

7 Pathetic fallacy A figure of speech in which the natural world (or some part of it) is treated as though it had

human emotions

8 Characterisation A literary device in which in an author builds up a character in a narrative

9 Setting The time and place in which the story takes place in a piece of literature. Setting can

establish the mood or atmosphere of a scene or story.
Key Vocabulary

1 Insidious Something dangerous or unpleasant gradually and secretly causing harm.

2 Redemption The action of saving, or being saved from sin, error or evil.

3 Supernatural A manifestation or event attributed to some force beyond scientific understanding or the

laws of nature.

5 Superstition A widely held but irrational belief in supernatural influences, especially as leading to good

or bad luck.

6 Asylum An institution for the care of people who are mentally ill.

7 Aquiline Describing a person’s nose as hooked or curved like an eagle's beak.

8 Pallor an unhealthy pale, appearance

9 Repulsion A feeling of intense distaste or disgust.

Themes and Motifs
1 Feminism and the | Feminism is the belief that women should be allowed the same rights, opportunities, and power
New Woman as men. The New Woman is a feminist ideal that became popular in the late 19* century and
influenced feminism in 20" century.

2 Vampires and the | From the Middle Ages to the modern era, reports of corpses rising from the dead with

Supernatural supernatural powers achieved widespread acceptance. Count Dracula is supposed to be a
descendant of The Prince of Wallachia, Vlad Dracula, or Vlad the Impaler, and not the prince
himself.

3 Gothic Literature | Gothic novels emphasised mystery, horror and the uncanny. Typical characteristics of the
gothic genre are: castles, crumbling buildings, gloomy/remote locations, dark forests, damsels
in distress, villains. Themes explored include: good versus evil; morality; beauty versus the
grotesque; the struggle between reason and imagination.

4 Life, Death, and | The novel explores ideas how living a ‘pure’ Christian life, whether a violent dramatic death is

the Un-Dead fair or exciting and whether it is a benefit to come back to life after death.

5 Romantic Love Many view Dracula’s habit of sucking blood as an image of seduction (leading someone, often

and Seduction

romantically). Victorians were quite obsession with the ‘correct’ and ‘moral’ way to fall in love.
Dracula himself breaks al these rules.
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Year 8 Drama Term 1 Knowledge Organiser

Keyword

(‘“Today | was good

7

‘Today | need to
improve on........ ")

What is it?
Define the word?

(‘Thereason| was good at this
was because.........
‘Thereason| need to improve
on this is because | did not........ 7]

How do we perform it? Skills?

(“The way | wasgood at this was

by...... !
The way | need to improve on this
is by........... ")

Week 1

1a) Characterisation

1b) | became someone else

1c) Changing how | walk: pace,
length of steps & weight of steps
Talk: pace, pitch, tone, volume,
accent, language, diction/clarity
etc

Move: facial expression, body
language and gestures

2a) Mime 2c)
. . . Slightly slowing down actions
2hj Agiog WIEEUE aeaking Making actions over the top, so
the actions become clear.
3b) Role-play is what you do
when you're pretending to be 3c) Act out a naturalistic play as a
3a) Role Play another person and using your specific role by having good

imagination to speak, think and
even feel like that character.

characterisation and the play
telling a clear story.

4a) Vocal expression
(vocal skills)

6b) Changing your voice

6c) Changing pitch, tone, accent,
volume, pace etc

Week 3

1a) Projection

1b) To speak loudly

1c)

Good breath control, speaking at
a good pace and clear.

Raising your voice without
shouting.

2a) Stage Directions

8b) Notations in the script,
written by the playwright. They
are written in italics inside
brackets. They tell the actors
where to sit, stand, move about,
enter, and exit.

8c) Where to stand:
e Downstage- front of the

stage

e Upstage- back of the
stage.

e Centre

e Stage right

e Stage left

e Downstage right
e Downstage left
e Upstage right

e Upstage left




3c)
e Proscenium

3b) Types of staging that ° Endon
3a) Staging ypes of staging that are e Traverse
used for performances.
e |nthe round

e Thrust
e Arena

4b) Working out the movement

A Bloekinie T & pefebhance 4c) Where you stand in relations

to the other characters.




Music Term 1 Year 8

Y8 Music Homework
Term 1: Music in Our World Part 1

Music Homework is set and completed online via Teaching Gadget by visiting:
https://teachinggadget.com

Students will be given login details to write in their planners.

Specific tasks to be completed will be communicated by the teacher in lesson and it is the student's

responsibility fo ensure they have noted this in their planner when told.

User Guide (How to access and submit work):

1.

Login using your Teaching Gadget student account.

. After logging in, select ‘'my assignments'.

Select the task your teacher has told you to complete in lesson (you should have it noted in
your planner).

After completing the task, a submission box will appear. Select the class you are in (check
your timetable if you don't know your class code. It should appear as 8MU_).

Make sure to add your name and surname, and then select 'submit score'.

The submission box will disappear followed by a notification to say the submission was
successful.

Homework will be set this term on the weeks below and is due the following week:

Week 1 - W/C 8™ September 2025
Week 3 - W/C 22" September 2025

Week 5 - W/C 6™ October 2025
vw ’ {

%
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